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ASHBURTON –
LIVING THE DREAM



ASHBURTON

YOU KNOW THE PLACE. The small town you skirt through 
the outskirts of an hour after leaving Christchurch and halfway 
to Timaru. Too soon for a coffee stop and the car was refuelled 
in Christchurch so you drive past without thinking anything of it. 
Maybe the sign on the southern side of town point to “Lake Hood 
Aquatic Area” may have piqued your curiosity but probably that 
was one of those, “I wonder what that is” moments as you drive on 
through. Time to be brutally honest here. As a North Islander now 
living in the South, that is exactly what I have done myself. Until 
now…
There once was a time (a bloody long time ago!) when if a 
community wanted to add some sort of amenity to improve the lot 
of the locals, a committee would be formed, money raised, work 
done and the project completed. A simple process which involved 
the seemingly lost art of hard work and dedication to a greater good.  
These days things are different. For any great idea there always 
seems to be any number of knockers who will immediately pipe 
up and give a thousand reasons why not. Then the resource consent 
process throws up another set of hurdles to overcome. Then if things 
are still on track, the dedicated knockers, be they the “not in my 
back yard” the “I have had never had any fun in my miserable life 
and now I will make sure you don’t either” or the “but the rare 
Lesser Spotted Patagonian Ring Tailed Weasel once was spotted 
under a toi toi bush nearby” brigades, not the types to put their own 

narrow views aside in order to look at the greater picture, then make 
every effort to force their minority view onto the rest of us in one 
of those weird twists which prove the futility of democracy is still 
practiced here.
There had been talk around Ashburton since 1977 about the 
concept of having a lake nearby, but nothing happened until 1987 
when helicopter pilot and mad-keen windsurfer, English born Ken 
Kingsbury, came up with the notion that a man-made lake should 
be created so Ashburton’s rowers, water-skiers and windsurfers 
had somewhere local to pursue their sports. It happened that others 

culminated in the opening of Lake Hood in 2002. In the intervening 
years there were of course many regulatory obstacles to overcome, 
plus funding. This was not a money-making project, dreamt up 
and funded by a property developer, but a true community effort 
on a massive scale. When New Zealand Today met with the team 
working on the lake extension (more of that later), Chairman of the 
Ashburton Aquatic Park Charitable Trust, David West, who I had to 
promise not to call “The Father of the Lake” as he was referred to 
by the team, pointed out to me that 100 000 hours of voluntary work 
had gone into the Lake Hood project. To use his words, “the whole 
of Ashburton built it.” 
David is one of the sadly disappearing breed of Kiwis who, when 
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or just pretends it doesn’t happen. As our Editor pointed out to me 
just as I was about to go south to meet David, his unique approach 

on the banks of the Ashburton River. But not the same bank! This 
would necessitate a 40 minute drive upstream, across the bridge, 
then back down the other side to get to work. There had to be an 
easier way. Enter the trusty Toyota Hi-Lux 4wd ute. Given some 
extra ground clearance, a bit more power and the ability to operate 
while near submerged and viola! Problem solved. Why go over the 
river when you can go through it? I am told some of the locals were 
concerned for his sanity/safety when the doors had to be removed to 
allow the water to run through the vehicle. Clearly the sort of person 
who gets things done and isn’t hidebound by convention.  
The initial funding target was $4.3million. To give an idea of the 
local support, one individual gave $50 000.00. The local council 

digging of the lake began in 2001 and local MP Jenny Shipley cut 
the ribbon to open the lake on 28 April 2002. Yet this was just the 
beginning. Now there was a lake but more was to come.
Next was the residential development. Now came the chance to live 
the dream. Why live in land-locked suburbia when you could have 

a canal or lakefront home, complete with your own private jetty to 
give direct access to the sparkling waters at your front door? And 
yes, the waters do sparkle. Environment Canterbury (ECAN), as 
part of the Canterbury district council on a local basis and NIWA 
from central government, have taken a keen interest in the new 
man-made freshwater lake. Constant monitoring of water quality 
was a condition of ECAN giving resource consent for the lake. It 
seems likely that Lake Hood will be the baseline by which other 
residential/recreational manmade waterway projects will be judged.
Currently there are 90 houses completed, with more to come and 
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Lake Hood Ashburton

Open from 10am till late 7 days

+64 3 302 6064

www.the-lakehouse.co.nz

bookings@the-lakehouse.co.nz

Lake Housethe

Restaurant & Bar
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ASHBURTON

the majority of sections sold. Families are loving the healthy 
outdoor lifestyle and older farming couples enjoy the rural 
outlook rather than the shock of moving to a totally urban 
environment. Of course there is nothing like talking to a local 
to really get the feel for a place. Looking for the traditional 
family of mum, dad and 2.4 kids seemed easy enough but 
the last 0.4 of a kid was an issue so we settled for three as 
a nice round number and at the suggestion of lake extension 

central Ashburton to the workplace of Lake Hood resident and 
his neighbour, Carol Jopson. With husband Alister and three 

So, the obvious question. Why? The Jopsons were wanting a 
change from town life. The options considered were to buy a 
bach or a new home. They had bought a boat already and Lake 

always in the river, ready and waiting for action. Who needs 
a bach when this is at your doorstep? Swimming and boating 
from your own lawn is getting close to the ultimate lifestyle. 

permanent holiday.” 
As a working mother, Carol never felt guilty about leaving the 
children at home over school holidays while she was at work. 

for kids to hang”. Over the years, some of the activites may 
have changed. Building a ramp to launch bicycle with rope 
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On time. On budget.

Lake Hood – Stage 5

We have an excellent range of sections 
at Lake Hood from Canal frontage to 
Lake frontage and sections of all sizes, 
priced from $160,000.

Jill Quaid
Manager/Chairman 

Office: (03) 307 8317
Mobile: 027 437 6755

jillquaid@ashfirstnat.co.nz
www.ashfirstnat.co.nz

Licensed Agent REAA 2008

the diving board on the end of the jetty is the magnet for the local 
teenage population. All part of the outdoor lifestyle which leads 
to a healthy upbringing.
 As what may be a complete aside, or equally may be a direct result 
of the move to Lake Hood and not being tied to a Playstation, 17 
year old Matt Jobson was one day into something which if you 
believe everything you see or read, Kiwi teenegers are no longer 
capable of. When training for the local High School Duathlon, 

Matt, with mates Ben Connor and Joe Langley on the bikes, with 
back up crew of Andrew Robertson and James Smith set off for 

fun, the boys decided that this should be a charitable effort and 
they decided that the Prostate Cancer Foundation would be the 

With all of this healthy outdoor activity, swimming, walking and 
cycling, the locals need a water hole to relax in and the visitors 
somewhere to sit back and take in the surroundings. Enter The 
Lake House restaurant, Café and Bar. As the name suggests, this is 

FAMILIES  ARE  LOVING  THE  HEALTHY  
OUTDOOR  LIFESTYLE  AND  OLDER  
FARMING  COUPLES  ENJOY  THE  RURAL  
OUTLOOK  RATHER  THAN  THE  SHOCK  
OF  MOVING  TO  A  TOTALLY  URBAN  
ENVIRONMENT



ASHBURTON

working in mid-Canterbury.  Christchurch readers may know of the 
Bohemian Café, Kelly’s and Piranha. All of these were either started 
or owned by  the Kelly’s and I certainly have fond memories of 
breakfasts at the Bohemian!
The reputation of The Lake House is now such that the initial problem 

the area may be semi rural, but the food, service and surroundings 
are as good as can be found in any city. With the added bonus of a 
backdrop of lake with the Southern Alps in the background, this is 
one of the country’s true hidden gems.
Open 364 days, Mike and Angela are always to happy to take groups 
but they never book out the entire restaurant or turn anyone away, 
so anyone walking in, be they locals from the lakeside or travellers 

and drink, there will always be somewhere to sit and a proper mid 
Canterbury welcome.
This may sound like the end of the story but no, like all good things, 
it keeps evolving. The lake is increasingly popular for watersports. 
More people are looking at the area as an alternative to big city life 
(especially since the big city up the road got a bit wobbly lately). 
Maybe a bigger lake is needed. Then it turns out that neighbouring 

farmers Willie and Jeanet Lefferink are looking at selling. And the 
clincher- the land is basically river gravel,which is a good base in 
case of seismic activity, but more importantly is a good base for 
roads and Ashburton Contracting Ltd are looking for a closer source 

to truck it 35km from Methven. Now everyone wins. The lake will 
eventually double in size, covering a similar area to Christchurch’s 
Hagley Park with much more room for organised sports to operate 
alongside recreational lake users and Lake Hood residents. The 
value of the excavated gravel goes a long way to covering the cost 
of excavation and development. It will produce enough material 
to meet all of ACL’s roading needs for the next 20 years. The 
added lake shore and canals gives much more space for residential 
development, without spoiling the uncrowded feel of the area, just 
an opportunity for more to enjoy one of the more underrated areas 
of New Zealand. An hour from Christchurch, an hour from Mt Hutt, 
so you can water ski and snow ski in the same morning. Not a bad 
way to live, or to visit.

  

ASHBURTON
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ASHBURTON

REMEMBER THE GOOD OLD DAYS? When life was simple. 

sausage roll eaten from a Formica table and a plastic placemat, 

say those days have well and truly gone. 

meeting with Giles Beal, Chief Executive of the Ashburton Trust, 
we were a little peckish. Right next door was the Somerset Grocer. 

purely from the change found in the gorse in the bottom of my back 

What was the Ashburton Licensing Trust began in 1949 with a 
government loan to purchase the Devon Tavern. As a licensing 
Trust then, as now, the role was to provide a responsible supply 
of alcohol, food and accommodation to residents and visitors to 

community by way of donations and grants. With changes to the law 

eating really great food in very modern and funky surroundings, 
with a huge range of those delightful items for your pantry that you 

Giles is typical of the people who are turning the vibe and 

vibrant community. An Englishman married to a Kiwi, working in 
Queenstown with a background as an accountant in the hospitality 

he spotted an interesting job in the newspaper he was about to 
cremate- Chief Executive of the Ashburton Licensing Trust. 
You can imagine the reply he got when he enquired of his wife 

Undaunted he applied anyway, had a good look around the town 
and now they are so happy in Ashburton that if it ever became 
necessary, Giles would commute 80km each way to Christchurch 
rather than move from mid-Canterbury.            
The Somerset Grocer is just one of the 13 hospitality outlets and 
associated businesses owned and run by the Trust. Giles believes 
it takes three simple components to attract people to a successful 

when they need to change and things should work – the lunchtime 
crowd are looking for a different atmosphere to those wanting 
dinner, and the late night crowd are naturally an entirely different 

With a turnover of $18 million in the past year, Giles has been able 

ASHBURTON

GILES  IS  TYPICAL  OF  THE  PEOPLE  
WHO  ARE  TURNING  THE  VIBE  AND  
REPUTATION  FROM  THE  “ASH  VEGAS”  
OF  THE  NOT  TOO  DISTANT  PAST  
TO  A  VIBRANT  COMMUNITY





ASHBURTON

and an indoor pool, this will be another major boost to the sports 
people of the district, just as the creation of Lake Hood was.  With a 

rebuild gets up to speed, these facilities are just what are needed. 
With the shortage of accommodation in Christchurch getting 
worse by the day, Ashburton is in a perfect position. The talk at the 

living in the town and there will be a regular rail service to get the 
workers to and from Christchurch daily. The issue the Trust, along 

with many other businesses and service providers are having to 
consider is that this population boost is not permanent and the last 
thing they want is another Twizel, when the workers move on after 
the job is completed and what is left is left to struggle. This time 

again to learn that the museum houses one of the best collections 
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From here the pilots moved on to advanced training schools to 

to record this history, the museum is now one of the best aviation 
museums you will see anywhere.

of the museum. These are pretty impressive numbers, bearing in 
mind that as is common with many establishments like this, all the 
workers are there on a purely voluntary basis. With an entry fee of 

not an expensive way to spend a few hours and a very interesting 

distinct memories of what is probably the only time these unique 

station that these two aircraft would be putting on a demonstration 

things which no normal jet aircraft could contemplate. 

has it – we were too involved in aircraft talk to get around to the 

who told the story of how the ejector seat of the harrier had been 
decommissioned, but the explosive charges in the base of the 

through it if he does have to eject, were still in place. The airforce 
had to be called in before something went wrong and the museum 
ended up with a slightly less than complete aeroplane and a canopy 
shaped hole in the hanger roof.        

Australian built topdressing plane. The example in the museum 

the 1970s so it was great to see a small part of my family history 

I  HAVE  SEEN  FAR  LESS  IMPRESSIVE  

OF  PRESENTATION  AND  CONTENT  AND  
YOU  CAN  BE  SURE  THAT  FIVE  BUCKS  
WOULDN’T  EVEN  BEGIN  TO  GET  YOU  
THROUGH  THE  DOOR
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Take  a  scenic  flight!

Probably NZ’s 
best selection of 
Merino knitwear

This may explain why so many people enjoy shopping 
with us. Or perhaps it’s our user-friendly online store:

www.thetinshed.co.nz
Our ‘cheaper than town’ prices, our friendly service...

ORDER BY FREEPHONE 0508 504 006 
We're happy to talk about your needs  OR ORDER ONLINE

We only stock quality,  
NZ-made Merino knits

                   Find us just 12 mins        
              drive from Geraldine.  
              Or turn off State  
            Highway 1 at  
    Rangitata onto Hwy 79  
   and drive for one km.  
  Open 7 days.

Shop for your home 
Sheepskins, Possum Fur Throws, Wool Blankets,  

Luxurious Mohair and Alpaca throws.

ACCOMMODATION

N A T I O N W I D E

Your  Best  Value  Ashburton  Motel  
Book  today  for...

BOOK  ONLINE:  www.bellavistaashburton.co.nz
RESERVATIONS  FREEPHONE:  0800  235  528
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ASHBURTON

using Harvard parts. 110 Airtruks were 
built and it is believed this is the only 
complete example in the country.
Moving across to the newer, larger 

to be purchased and operated by the 

A4 Skyhawk. Also in the pipeline are a 
Strikemaster and an Aermacchi which 

a home in the main hanger is The 

at Wigram, the Ashburton Museum 
has made room for this genuine USAF 

skies over Canterbury and beyond and 

Richie McCaw, who as well as playing 
rugby, is patron of the Trust.
Bang for buck, you are going to have to 
go an awfully long way to beat what you 

less impressive museums overseas, both 
in terms of presentation and content and 

even begin to get you through the door. 
We need to celebrate places like this, 
and the volunteers who give up so much 
of their time to share their passion with 
us. Our country would be a much poorer 
place and much of our history would be 
lost without them.             
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just outside Ashburton is very rapidly heading toward being world- 
leading in the study of and possible future survival of a species?
The Canterbury Plains have long been known for cropping and 

used to carry goods throughout the Andes. On the outskirts of town 
in a historic homestead is Keith Payne. Born in Britain. Raised 
in Canada. After moving around the world he settled in Australia 

way, his llamas, and the work he is now doing, pretty much evolved 
by accident.    

research on llamas, found out the wool has no lanolin, which makes 

the centre which gives excellent insulation properties. From my own 

jaunts around the globe, it is the llama wool blanket from Ecuador 
which gets the most use. As a matter of fact, right now it is cold and 

places? 
Well, that lump in the llama blanket on the bed seems to closely 

warriors had their own war llamas to carry spare swords, spears, 

room full of gold was paid but the unfortunate Atahualpa was put 
to death anyway and Pizarro and his merry band set about subduing 

measles, all Spanish gifts to the locals were doing a good job of 

the population of domesticated llama and alpaca which really did 

and the only method of transporting goods they had.    

alpaca and the alpaca is a more timid animal than a llama. Both 

llamas were predominantly used as pack animals, and to a lesser 

as a beast of burden, so wool and meat is the main product. There 

the guanaco. While llamas and alpacas are domesticated species, 

guanaco from which the llama has developed.

intense research and talking to experts around the world, it seems 

are being cross-bred with alpaca to give a hybrid animal bigger and 
with more of the all important wool than a straight llama. At a recent 
international conference on the future of the breeds, scientists put 
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forward the notion that soon both species will be endangered in their 
purebred form. 

breeders worldwide to check the bloodlines of their stock and 

currently has samples from his herd being tested so he will know 
how his herds look. As well, he is investigating the results of using 
a male guanaco and female llama, with the genetics being so similar, 
the llama having descended from the guanaco. What started out as a 
few animals for wool, had taken on a whole new life.

a llama trainer, and he has trained several of his animals for their 
traditional use as pack animals. Even the guanaco can be trained, 
but a guanaco takes four times longer than a llama to learn the 

diminutive alpaca to pack, which must make for an interesting sight. 

into the high country and incredibly, one of their talents is their 

setup to me. The beastie carries your gear up the hill. Same beastie 

the same South American pickup truck carries your supply of fresh 
venison back down the hill.

the bush, cutting up the ground, pulling up the undergrowth and 

a great idea. Except that the llama is such a low impact animal 

across land under their control. The soft pads on the bottom of 

their hooves give them maximum grip with minimal impact on the 

instead their teeth actually cut off the bit of the plant they are eating, 
leaving the remainder happily growing. And what happens to the 
aforementioned plant having travelled the full internal length of a 
llama? When it re-emerges at the other end it is ejected in pellet 
form, lacking any sort of odour, and more importantly, lacking any 
plant seeds, so not spreading any unwanted weeds enroute.     

guy leading the effort to preserve South American animal species 



BRADLEY FOR BREAKFAST. FUNNY AS.


